
                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

The Marine Corps is perpetually in one of two states: fighting or 
preparing to fight.  Our mission is to prepare Marines for combat by 

honing their most fundamental warfighting ability: The individual 
Marine’s skill at arms with their rifle and pistol. 

 

Weapons Training Battalion Mission: WTBN conducts Combat Marksmanship training and small arms qualification for 

Marines in the eastern Atlantic region including personnel from other services in the geographic area. We support the 

Competition-in-Arms program and provide advanced marksmanship training to the Fleet Marine Force. 

 

Bottom Line: The responsibility to advance Marine Corps small arms lethality rests squarely on our shoulders. 

  

Combat is inherently filled with friction, doubt, and uncertainty where individual actions often have disproportionate 

results. As such, every Marine is trained as a rifleman regardless of occupational specialty, whether they are an infantry 

designated marksman or a Cactus Air Force mechanic defending Henderson Field in 1942.  Skill at arms defines our 

service and has been a decisive factor in the Marine Corps’ battlefield success for generations. 
 

WTBN epitomizes the time-honored Marine Corps legacy of small arms marksmanship that has built our service’s 

reputation since the First World War.  Our battalion’s distinguished origins as Rifle Range Detachment Camp Lejeune in 

1943 played a fundamental role in training Marines for combat in the Pacific Theater.  WTBN has subsequently prepared 

Marines and sailors for the Global War on Terror and every conflict in between. As proud keepers of this legacy, we will 

prepare ourselves and the Fleet Marine Force for war by internalizing three foundational qualities: Integrity, Effort, and 

Professionalism.  

Integrity 

• Be accountable for you actions. Be willing to take personal responsibility. 

• Do the right thing because it is the right thing to do. 

• Always speak the truth, no matter how difficult or unpopular. 

• Be intellectually honest with yourself and with others.   

 

Effort 

• Put effort into all tasks, regardless of their size or importance. Prioritize your time, not your level of effort. 

• Strive to compete and win; seek improvement in everything you do. 

• Regardless of the final result, the biggest difference between success and failure is always how hard you try.   

 

Professionalism 

• We are members of a profession; a team governed by common training, standards, and expectations. 

• Attitude, personal bearing, and team-building are fundamental to our success.  

• Meeting the standard is the minimum, exceeding it is expected. 

• Professionalism is training to win, and when called upon, performing on demand every time.  

 

Balance. We will strive to achieve a sustainable balance between training, operations, and home life. Support from our 

families is critical to our success.  Make every effort to know your Marines; the status of their personal lives have a 

measurable impact on their performance.  Take care of your Marines and their families as you would take care of your 

own. 

 

Leading. I value your ability to lead.  All members of WTBN are trainers and leaders; there is no distinction between 

permanent personnel and those here on TAD.  Your professional conduct and integrity must be above reproach.  I need 

you to be fair in your judgements, technically and tactically proficient, decisive in your actions, and never afraid to act.  

As leaders we have the responsibility to make decisions in the face of uncertainty and follow through with them. Make 

decisions in accordance with your experience and what you believe is right and I will support you.  Do this as best you 

can, foster it in those you lead, and as a team we will achieve great things. It is my honor and privilege to serve with you. 
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