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(On slide #1)

INTRODUCTION


                               (3 MIN)

1.
GAIN ATTENTION.  Knowledge of the procedures for the safe handling of the service rifle is an essential skill for every Marine.  As a marksmanship coach, it will be your responsibility to continually reinforce weapons handling procedures until they become ingrained in your shooters.  In addition, you must constantly monitor your shooters and enforce safe weapons handling by systematically fault checking weapons handling skills.  Your ability to fault check weapons handling will help to instill these procedures in the shooter and ensure range activities are conducted efficiently and safely.
By the end of this period of instruction you will be able to ensure there are no safety mishaps due to improper weapons handling on your assigned targets.
(On slide #2)
2.
OVERVIEW.  Good morning, my name is . . . The purpose of this lesson is to discuss rifle weapons handling and the procedures to fault check them. In addition, procedures for supervising the conduct of a user serviceability inspection of rifles will be covered. I will cover this by discussing the procedures to fault check the safe operations and handling of the service rifle.  This lesson relates to Range Operating Procedures.
(On slide #3)
3.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
a.
TERMINAL LEARNING OBJECTIVE.  Given range supplies, equipment, training area, and personnel to be trained; prepare shooters for small arms dry-fire and live fire exercises. In order to complete all performance steps for all shooters.
(On slide #4)


b.
ENABLING LEARNING OBJECTIVES.


(1)  Given range supplies, equipment, training area, and personnel, demonstrate weapons handling so that all performance steps are completed for all shooters per MCO P1200.7 MOS manual.


(2)  Given range supplies, equipment, training area, and personnel, utilize fault check procedures so that all performance steps are completed for all shooter per MCO 1200.7 MOS manual.



(3)  Given range supplies, equipment, training area, and personnel, demonstrate corrective action so that all performance steps are completed for all shooters per MCO 1200.7 MOS manual.



(4)  Given range supplies, equipment, training area, and personnel, execute a live fire exercise so that all performance steps are completed for all shooters per MCO 1200.7 MOS manual.

(On slide #5)
4.
METHOD/MEDIA.  This lesson will be taught using the informal lecture method with demonstration and a practical application. I will be aided by a power point presentation.


5.
EVALUATION.  You will be evaluated on this (how, when, where?) . . .

6.  SAFETY/CEASE TRAINING (CT) BRIEF.  There is no safety brief associated with this lesson. (or give the brief)
(On slide #6)
TRANSITION:  Are there any questions relating to how this lesson will be conducted or how you’ll be evaluated?  If not, let’s discuss the purpose and procedures to fault check weapons handling.
BODY                                           ( 1 Hr  45 Min)

(On slide #7)
1.  FAULT CHECKING PROCEDURES.  ( 10 Min)  

a.  Definition. Fault checking is a set of procedures used to identify and correct a weakness, and reinforce correct performance of a Marine or a group of Marines in weapons handling procedures.  Fault checking is used to train a defined set of skill-based procedures that every Marine performs exactly the same, i.e., those procedures that have no deviation in their performance among individual shooters. Fault checking is ideally suited to weapons handling. 

b.  Fault Checking Procedures.  The coach fault checks weapons handling procedures preformed by the shooter/shooters to identify whether the actions being performed are correct or incorrectly being done. Then reinforces the correct procedures for performing these skills, and also identifies shooters that require additional instruction when needed.
(On slide #8)
c.  Procedures of the Marksmanship Coach to Fault Check.
(1)  Position While Coaching.  The marksmanship coach will place them selves in a position that allows them to observe all of their shooters actions at the same time.
(a)  Standing On the Left of the Shooter.  The coach stands to the left of the shooter/shooters to observe the safety selector switch, sling position on the left arm, or a left handed shooter’s stock weld, eye-relief, etc.

(b)  Standing On the Right of the Shooter.  The coach stands to the right of the shooter/shooters to observe the bolt, chamber, sling position on the right arm, or a right handed shooter’s stock weld, eye relief, etc.
(2)  Verbal Corrections.  Verbal corrections need to identify mistakes clear and loud enough so their comments are heard by all shooters.  The coach verbally states the correct way to perform the procedure.  For example, if a shooter does not seat there magazine correctly, the coach will verbally state, “Remember to tug downward on the magazine to ensure it is seated.”  The verbal corrections are not directed at one shooter, but rather to all shooters.  
(3)  Identifying Trends.  If a trend exists where the shooter/shooters are performing the same technique incorrectly, it will be necessary for the coach to re-explain and demonstrate the proper technique and then have the shooters practice it on the coach’s command.  If a coach identifies a shooter who continually makes the same mistake they will correct their performance individually.  The coach must ensure that the shooter understands the coach’s comments, and complies with them. Correct placement will ensure trends are identified and individual and group corrections can be given.

(On slide #9)
TRANSITION:  Now that we understand the purpose of fault checking can someone tell me where the coach needs to be positioned in order to observe the bolt and ejection port cover?  

Answer: The coach needs to be positioned to the right side of the shooter in order to observe the bolt and ejection port cover.  

We have learned about fault checking now we need to cover the application of fault checking. 

(On slide #10)
2.  APPLICATION OF THE FAULT CHECKING PROCEDURES FOR  ( 15 Min)   WEAPONS HANDLING.
a.  The Four Safety Rules.  The four (4) safety rules are easy to remember in a classroom or in a non-stressful environment. In a combat environment, a Marine is exposed to conditions that can disorient or unnerve them and increase the potential for inappropriate handling of the weapon.  In addition, lack of focus in non-threatening situations can cause the Marine to become careless in handling there weapon.  This puts them, and those around them, at risk.  Training in the four safety rules must be repetitive to ensure automatic adherence when the Marine is in possession of a weapon.
(1)  Treat Every Weapon as if it Were Loaded.  This is the first safety rule and is intended to prevent unintentional injury to personnel or damage to property from an individual handling or transferring possession of a weapon to another Marine. It reinforces the utilization of all other safety rules with every weapon.
(2)  Never Point a Weapon at Anything You Do Not Intend to Shoot.  This is the second safety rule and it is intended to reinforce the importance of muzzle awareness.
(3)  Keep Your Finger Straight and Off the Trigger Until You are Ready to Fire.  This is the third safety rule and is intended to minimize the risk of firing the weapon negligently.
(4)  Keep Weapon on Safe Until You Intend to Fire.  This is the fourth safety rule and is intended to enforce the use of the weapon’s own safety feature.
(On slide #11)
b.  The Four Weapons Condition Codes.
(1)  Condition 1.  Magazine inserted, round in chamber, bolt forward, safety on, ejection port cover closed.
(2)  Condition 2.  Condition 2 does not apply to the service rifle.
(3)  Condition 3.  Magazine inserted, chamber empty, bolt forward, safety on, ejection port cover closed.
(4)  Condition 4.  Magazine removed, chamber empty, bolt forward, safety on, ejection port cover closed.
(5)  Awareness of the Condition Code of a Rifle.  A Marine must know the condition code of their weapon at all times.  Any time a Marine takes possession of a weapon, they must determine its condition.  Situations include taking charge of your own weapon after it has been unattended (i.e., from the armory, out of a rifle rack, left in a vehicle), coming across an unmanned rifle in combat, or taking charge of another Marine’s weapon that is attended or unattended. As a marksmanship coach you need to ensure your shooters always know the condition of their weapon.
(On slide #12)
(a)  Fault Checking Condition of a Weapon.  There are certain steps to use in order to determine the condition of a weapon.

(b)  Determine if a Magazine is Present.  

(c)  Ensure the Weapon is On Safe.

(d)  Conduct a Chamber Check.  A chamber check may be conducted at any time to determine if ammunition is present or the condition of the weapon.

1  Support Hand.  Bring your support hand back against the magazine well so the slip ring rests in the “V” of the hand.  Extend the fingers of your left hand and cover the ejection port (right handed shooter) or extend the thumb over the ejection port (left handed shooter).
2  Firing Hand.  Grasp the charging handle with the index and middle fingers of your firing hand.  Control the weapon by pointing the muzzle to the deck and applying tension against the stock with the palm of the hand or fingers.  
3  Right Handed Shooters.  Insert one finger of your left hand into the ejection port and feel whether a round is present.

4  Left Handed Shooters.  Insert the thumb of the right hand into the ejection port and feel whether a round is present.

5  Charging Handle.  Release the charging handle and observe the bolt going forward.
6  Forward Assist.  Tap the forward assist to ensure the bolt seats properly.

7  Ejection Port Cover.  Close the ejection port cover if time and situation permits.

(e)  Magazine.  Remove the magazine (if present) and observe if ammunition is present.  If time and situation permits, count the rounds.  Reinsert the magazine into the magazine well if applicable.

(On slide #13)
TRANSITION:  Now that we understand the weapons conditions and the steps to fault check them can someone tell me which two weapons conditions have the magazine inserted?  

Answer: Weapons condition 1 and 3 have the magazine inserted.  

We have learned about the four weapons conditions and how to fault check your shooters, now lets discuss the commands that will take a shooter through each condition until the weapon is loaded. 

(On slide #14)
3.
COMMANDS. ( 15 Min)  
a.  Weapons Commands.  Weapons commands dictate the specific steps to load, make ready, and unload the service rifle.  Six (6) commands are used in weapons handling on the range or in combat. Remember the four safety rules and always apply them when ever you are handling a weapon.
(1)  Load.  This command is used to take a weapon from condition 4 to condition 3.
(a)  Weapon on Safe.  The first step in the command load is to ensure the rifle is on safe, and the index finger is straight and off the trigger.
(b)  Withdraw a Magazine.  Withdraw a magazine from the magazine pouch, and index the magazine to touch the index finger on the top round. Ensure that the top round is present and seated properly in the magazine.   
(c)  Insert Magazine.  Fully insert the magazine into the magazine well until the magazine catch engages the magazine. The magazine catch will “click” as it engages which can be felt or heard by the shooter. Tug downward on the magazine to ensure it is seated. Do not release your grip on the magazine until you are positive that it is fully seated in the magazine well.
(d)  Secure Magazine Pouch.  Ensure to re-secure the magazine pouch or applicable retaining device. 

(On slide #15)
(2)  Make Ready.  This command is used to take a weapon from Condition 3 to Condition 1.  There are two ways to perform the steps for this command, firing hand manipulation and support hand manipulation.
(a)  Firing Hand Manipulation.  
1  Charging Handle.  Pull the charging handle fully to the rear with the index and middle finger of the firing hand and release. Allow the charging handle to sling shot the round into the chamber.  Do not ride the charging handle home, as this will not allow the bolt to lock properly into the barrel extension or could cause a double feed.  
2  Chamber Check.  To ensure ammunition has been chambered, conduct a chamber check as explained above.
3  Forward Assist.  Tap the forward assist with the firing hand.
4  Sweep Sights.  Sweep the rear sight aperture with the firing hand to ensure there is no obstruction and the proper rear sight is being used.

5  Check Sights.  Check the sight settings on the rifle to ensure the proper elevation adjustment has been made for the range being fired.

6  Ejection Port Cover.  Close the ejection port cover.
(b)  Support Hand Manipulation.  
1  Charging Handle.  Hook the left side of the charging handle with the support hand, retaining control of the weapon with the firing hand on the pistol grip. Pull the charging handle fully to the rear and release, chambering a round.

2  Chamber Check.  To ensure ammunition has been chambered, conduct a chamber check as explained above.
3  Forward Assist.  Tap the forward assist with the support hand.
4  Sweep Sights.  Sweep the rear sight aperture with the support hand to ensure there is no obstruction and the proper rear sight is being used.
5  Check Sights.  Check the sight settings on the rifle to ensure the proper elevation adjustment has been made for the range being fired.

6  Ejection Port Cover.  Close the ejection port cover.
(On slide #16)
(3)  Unload.  This command is used to take a weapon from any Condition to Condition 4.
(a)  Weapon on Safe. The first step in the command unload is to ensure the rifle is on safe, and the index finger is straight and off the trigger. 

(b)  Remove the Magazine.  Remove the magazine by pressing the magazine release button and retain the magazine in an authorized magazine retention device.

(c)  Eject Ammunition.  Rotate the rifle so the ejection port cover is facing the deck.  Eject the ammunition to the deck by locking the bolt to the rear using the firing hand pulling the charging handle and the support hand pressing the lower portion of the bolt ketch. 
(d)  Inspect the Chamber.  Visually and physically inspect the chamber, the bolt face, and magazine well to ensure the weapon is empty and no ammunition is present.
(e)  Observe Bolt Moving Forward.  Depress the upper portion of the bolt catch with the support hand and observe the bolt moving forward on an empty chamber. 

(f)  Ejection Port Cover.  Close the ejection port cover.

(g)  Retain Ejected Round.  Return the ejected round to the magazine and retain the magazine in an approved magazine retaining device. 

(On slide #17)
(4)  Unload Show Clear.  This command is used to take a weapon from any Condition to Condition 4 using an additional inspection by a second party.

(a)  Weapon on Safe. The first step in the command unload is to ensure the rifle is on safe, and the index finger is straight and off the trigger. 

(b)  Remove the Magazine.  Remove the magazine by pressing the magazine release button and retain the magazine in an authorized magazine retention device.

(c)  Eject Ammunition.  Rotate the rifle so the ejection port cover is facing the deck.  Eject the ammunition to the deck by locking the bolt to the rear using the firing hand pulling the charging handle and the support hand pressing the lower portion of the bolt ketch. 

(d)  Inspect the Chamber.  Visually and physically inspect the chamber, the bolt face, and magazine well to ensure the weapon is empty and no ammunition is present.
(e)  Secondary Inspection.  A second person will visually and physically inspect the chamber, the bolt face, and magazine well to ensure the weapon is empty and no ammunition is present.  Upon their verification they will sound of with the command “Clear” and will watch the shooter to ensure they observe the bolt going forward on an empty chamber.

(f)  Observe Bolt Moving Forward.  Depress the upper portion of the bolt catch with the support hand and observe the bolt moving forward on an empty chamber. 

(g)  Ejection Port Cover.  Close the ejection port cover.

(h)  Retain Ejected Round.  Return the ejected round to the magazine and retain the magazine in an approved magazine retaining device. 

(On slide #18)
(5)  Fire or Targets.  This command is given to specify when the shooters can engage their targets.  When given command the "Fire or targets," your shooters will aim the rifle, take the rifle off safe, and begin to engage their targets.

(6)  Cease Fire.  This command is given to stop target engagement by the shooters.  When given the command "Cease Fire," your shooters will place their trigger finger straight along the receiver and place their weapon on safe.

(On slide #19)
TRANSITION:  Now that we understand the weapons commands and the steps to fault check them can someone tell me how many ways can you perform the command of Make Ready and what those two ways are?  

Answer: There are two ways to perform the command of Make Ready and they are Firing and Support Hand Manipulation.  

We have learned about the weapons commands and how to fault check your shooters, now lets discuss the corrective actions to return your weapon back to a proper condition when it fails to operate as designed. 

(On slide #20)
4.  CORRECTIVE ACTIONS.
(15 Min)
a.  Cycle of Operations.  The cycle of operations is the cycle the weapon must take in order to fire the ammunition as designed.  There are eight steps in the cycle of operations for the service rifle.

(1)  Firing.  Firing begins with the manipulation of the trigger, which releases the sear and allows the hammer to fall on the firing pin. The firing pin strikes the primer, which ignites the propellant within the cartridge case, creating the combustion and pressure that forces the projectile out of the barrel.

(2)  Unlocking.  Unlocking is the rotation of the bolt until the locking lugs no longer align with the lugs on the barrel extension.

(3)  Extracting.  Extracting is the withdrawal of the cartridge case from the chamber by the extractor claw and the rearward motion of the bolt.

(4)  Ejecting.  Ejecting is the expulsion of the cartridge case by the ejector, which is an integral part of the bolt, pressing outward on the cartridge case. This outward pressure is constant, and once the cartridge enters the ejection port, the outward pressure will throw the round out of the ejection port.

(5)  Cocking.  Cocking is the resetting of the hammer on the sear as the bolt moves rearward over the hammer.

(6)  Feeding.  Feeding is the stripping of a round from the magazine by the bolt.

(7)  Chambering.  Chambering is the pushing of the round into the chamber by the bolt.

(8)  Locking.  Locking is the alignment of the locking lugs on the bolt with the lugs on the barrel extension. 
(On slide #21)
b.  Malfunction and Stoppages.  
(1)  Malfunction.  A malfunction is a failure of the rifle to fire satisfactorily or to perform as designed.  A malfunction does not necessarily cause an interruption in the cycle of operation.  When a malfunction occurs, the weapon may have to be repaired by an armorer. 

(2)  Stoppage.  A stoppage is an unintentional interruption in the cycle of operation.  A stoppage is normally discovered when the rifle will not fire.  Proper care, cleaning, and lubrication of the rifle and magazines can prevent most stoppages.

c.  Indicators.  Once the rifle ceases firing, you must visually or physically observe the ejection port to identify the problem before it can be cleared.  The steps taken to clear the weapon are based on observation of three indicators. 

(1)  Bolt is Forward or Ejection Port Cover is Closed.

(2)  Brass is Obstructing the Chamber Area.

(3)  Bolt is Locked to the Rear.
d.  Corrective Action.  Corrective action is the process of investigating the cause of the stoppage, clearing the stoppage, and returning the weapon to operation. Using the three indicators will help you to understand what type of stoppage your rifle has, but that alone is not enough.  We must also know how to clear the stoppage and perform the appropriate steps to reload the weapon and continue engaging the enemy.

(On slide #22)
(1)  Using the Indicators to Perform Corrective Action.  Using the indicators we just talked about we can determine the proper steps to use in returning the weapon to condition 1 and continuing to engage the enemy.
(a)  Bolt is Forward or Ejection Port Cover is Closed.  This type of stoppage can occur when a weapon fails to feed the round from the magazine.


1  Observe.  Observe the ejection port cover.

2  Seek Cover.  If applicable.

3  Tap.  Tap the bottom of the magazine.
4  Rack.  Pull the charging handle to the rear and release it.

5  Bang.  Sight in and attempt to fire.
(b)  Brass is Obstructing the Chamber.  This type of stoppage can occur when a double feed or a failure to eject the casing occurs.

1  Observe.  Observe the ejection port cover.

2  Seek Cover.  If applicable.
3  Remove Magazine.  Attempt to remove the magazine and retain it.
4  Lock the Bolt to the Rear.  Attempt to lock the bolt to the rear. If the bolt will not lock to the rear rotate the rifle so the ejection port is facing the deck and, while pulling the charging handle as far back to the rear as it will go, shake the rifle to free the rounds.  If this does not free the rounds, then strike the butt stock on the deck while pulling back on the charging handle.
5  Reload.  Once the rounds have been cleared, conduct a reload.

6  Fire.  Sight in and attempt to fire.
(c)  Bolt Locked to the Rear.  This type of stoppage occurs when the rifle runs out of ammunition.
1  Observe.  Observe the ejection port cover.

2  Seek Cover.  If applicable.

3  Reload.  Conduct a reload.

4  Fire.  Sight in and attempt to fire.
(d)  Brass is Stuck Over and Behind the Bolt Face.  This type of stoppage occurs when a round gets stuck between the charging handle and the bolt face.  This is one of the hardest indicators to correct because it does not allow the bolt to move.
1  Observe.  Observe the ejection port.
2  Remove the Magazine.  Remove the magazine and place the butt stock on the deck.

3  Bolt.  Hold the bolt face to the rear with a sturdy, slender object (e.g., stripper clip, knife, Multi-Tool).  Maintain rearward pressure on the bolt and simultaneously push forward on the charging handle to remove the obstructing round.
4  Reload.  Conduct a reload.

5  Fire.  Sight in and attempt to fire.
(On slide #23)
(e)  Audible Pop.  An audible pop occurs when only a portion of the propellant is ignited. It is normally identifiable by reduced recoil and is sometimes accompanied by excessive smoke escaping from the chamber area.
1  Firing Range.  While on the firing range if an audible pop is detected immediately cease fire place your weapon on safe, and call for assistance from range personnel.

2  In Combat.  In combat if an audible pop is detected immediately cease fire place your weapon on safe, seek cover and unload the weapon.  Break the weapon down so the bore can be observed. Inspect the bore from the chamber end for any obstructions.  If an obstruction is detected, insert a cleaning rod from the muzzle end and clear the obstruction.  Reload and continue to engage the enemy.
(On slide #24)
TRANSITION:  Now that we understand the steps of corrective action and the indicators can someone tell me every step in the cycle of operations?  

(On slide #25)
5.  USER SERVICEABILITY INSPECTION.
(5 Min)
a.  Coaches Responsibilities.  The coach is responsible for supervising shooters in the conduct of a user serviceability inspection of their rifles.  The coach must understand the procedures so that they can check a shooter’s weapon, and they can determine if there is a mechanical problem with the weapon.
(1)  Procedures to Conduct.

(a)  Conduct a Function Check.

1  Ensure Rifle is Condition 4.

2  Pull Charging Handle to the Rear.  Pull the charging handle to the rear and release it. Place the selector lever on safe and press the trigger.  The hammer should not fall.
3  Place Weapon on Semi.  Place the selector lever on semi and press the trigger and hold it to the rear.  The hammer should fall.  Pull the charging handle to the rear and release it.  Release the trigger and press it again.  The hammer should fall.
4  Place the Weapon on Burst.  Place the selector lever on burst and pull the charging handle to the rear and release.  Press the trigger and hold to the rear, the hammer should fall.  Pull charging handle to the rear three times and release.  Release the trigger and press again and the hammer should fall.

5  Place the Weapon on Safe.  Pull the charging handle to the rear and release it and place the selector lever on safe.
(b)  The Compensator is Tight.
(c)  The Barrel is Tight.

(d)  The Front Sight Post is Straight.

(e)  The Front Sight Post is Adjustable.

(f)  The Hand Guards are Serviceable.

(g)  Barrel is Clear of Obstructions.
(h)  The Rear Sight Windage and Elevation Knobs are Adjustable and Have Distinct Clicks.

(i)  The Stock is Tight.

(j)  Weapon is Properly Lubricated.

(k)  Magazines are Serviceable.

(On slide #26) 
TRANSITION:  Now that we understand the steps of corrective action and the indicators can someone tell me every step in the cycle of operations?  

(On slide #27)
6.  PRACTICAL APPLICATION.
( 45 Min)

SUMMARY:

                                       (2 MIN)

Your responsibility in the reinforcement and enforcement of weapons handling cannot be overemphasized.  Weapons handling skills are the critical skills that form the foundation for the safe and effective operation of the rifle whether on a range or in combat.  The precise response to weapons commands and the quick and efficient performance of corrective action establish a baseline for effective marksmanship through out our Corps and reasserts us as the finest marksman in the world. Those of you with the Instructional Rating Forms please fill them out and place them at the back of the classroom. 









INSTRUCTOR NOTE


Introduce learning objectives.








INSTRUCTOR NOTE


Explain Instructional Rating Forms to the students.



















































































PRACTICAL APPLICATION:  Students will execute the weapons commands and the individual weapons conditions, as well as, the steps to corrective action.





PRACTICE:  The students will be separated into relays of 10. By relays the students will cover down on a target and align to the right.  When the students are aligned they will unload show clear, and will also have their magazines cleared.  The students will show proficiency with all the weapons commands and must execute the command properly.  The students will be given a stoppage with dummy rounds, and must perform the appropriate steps to corrective action based on the indicators observed.





PROVIDE HELP:  The instructor’s role is to run the commands and to analyze the students while they perform the commands and corrective action ensure every student has a Condition 4 weapon and empty magazines before starting.  They will also repeat the commands of the instructor.  The Instructor should be analyzing every student individually while that student is conducting the actions associated with the commands and corrective action, and also correcting deficiencies as they are observed.





1.  Safety Brief:  (From the ORAW) Brief the recruits on what to do if there is a mishap.





2.  Supervision and Guidance:  The Instructor will ensure every student has a Condition 4 weapon and empty magazines before starting the dry-fire.  They will also call off the commands of execution.  The Instructor will analyze every student individually while that student is conducting the command and corrective action, and correct any deficiencies as they are observed.





3.  Debrief:  The instructor will provide overall feedback, guidance on any misconceptions, and review the learning points of the practical application.
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