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(ON SLIDE #1)

INTRODUCTION


                               (3 MIN)

1.
GAIN ATTENTION.  The coach plays a key role in the preparation and conduct of firing activities from the moment they step on the range to the moment they leave the range. During range preparation, the coach participates in preparing the range for training.  By the end of this period of instruction you will know how to support your role as a coach in preparing a live fire range.
(On slide #2)

2.
OVERVIEW.  Good morning, my name is . . . The purpose of this lesson is to discuss range activities before firing including selecting a dry fire training site, positioning range safety markers, and configuring range layout. I will cover this by discussing the activities of the marksmanship coach before firing begins.  This lesson relates to Introduction to Rifle Marksmanship Program.
(On slide #3)

3.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
a.
TERMINAL LEARNING OBJECTIVE.  Given range supplies, equipment, training area, and personnel to be trained; prepare shooters for small arms dry-fire and live fire exercises. In order to complete all performance steps for all shooters.

b.
ENABLING LEARNING OBJECTIVES.


(1)  Given range supplies, equipment, training area, and personnel to be trained, select training areas so that all performance steps are completed for all shooters per MCO P1200.7 MOS manual.
(On slide #4)

4.
METHOD/MEDIA.  This lesson will be taught utilizing the informal lecture method aided by power point presentation.


5.
EVALUATION.  You will be evaluated on this (how, when, where?) . . .

6.  SAFETY/CEASE TRAINING (CT) BRIEF.  There is no safety brief associated with this lesson. (or give the brief)
(On slide #5)

TRANSITION:  Are there any questions relating to how this lesson will be conducted or how you’ll be evaluated?  If not, let’s discuss selecting a dry fire training site that allows a coach to effectively communicate with their shooters and does not cause the shooters to violate any of the four safety rules.

BODY                                           ( 25 MIN)

(On slide #6)

1.  SELECTING A TRAINING SITE FOR DRY FIRE.  ( 10 Min)  

    a.  Conduct a Range Reconnaissance.  
(1)  Training Exercise.  The site should accommodate class size and the type of training exercise to be conducted.   

(2)  Safety.  Safety is a primary consideration in the selection of a training site.  The training site should never cause shooters to violate one of the safety rules.  The site must be large enough to ensure shooters do not cover each other or personnel in adjacent areas with their rifles.  

(On slide #7)

(3)  Orientation.  Select a training site that minimizes interference of sunlight in shooters’ eyes from the rising or setting sun.  Most KD ranges in the Marine Corps are oriented with the pits to the north.  When possible, position shooters facing the north for dry fire training to take advantage of similar light conditions.

(4)  Physical Characteristics.  A fairly flat training site is ideal and allows a clear field of vision to targets.

(5)  Facilities.  Choose a site that is easily accessed and close to classroom facilities to minimize movement time.

(On slide #8)

TRANSITION:  Now that we understand the considerations to selecting a training site can someone name one of these considerations?  

Answer: Training Exercise, Safety, Orientation, Physical Characteristics, Facilities.  

We have learned about the selection of dry-fire training sites, now we need to review the additional requirements when live ammunition is being fired. 

(On slide #9)
2.
RANGE SAFETY MARKERS. ( 5 Min) 
a.  Range Safety Markers.  Warning signs, flags, and signals must be posted and visible to anyone entering the range area.  The coach may be tasked with setting up range safety markers in accordance with MCO P3570.1_ and local SOP.

(1)  Flags and Signals.  Highly visible danger flags must be erected during daylight hours to indicate live firing.  Danger flags must be of sufficient height to be seen by personnel approaching the range at right angles to the direction of fire.  

(2)  Blinking Red Lights.  Blinking red lights must be used during night firing to indicate live firing.

(3)  Limits of Fire.  Highly visible limit of fire markers must be erected to indicate the right and left limits of fire.  These are usually red pit flags.  Pit range flags must be visible from 360 degrees.

(On slide #10)

b.  Warning Signs and Gates.  Roads bordering the impact area must be posted with danger signs and gates to warn personnel against their unauthorized entry into the range during live fire.
(On slide #11)

c.  Limiting Lines.  Well‑marked and clearly defined limiting lines are essential to each range.  

(1)  Marking Firing Lines.  Clearly mark all firing lines.  Mark the firing line in a manner to effectively control the movement of personnel on the firing line.  

(2)  Ready Boxes.  The ready boxes should be placed in a manner that the shooters can receive instruction and should be clearly marked to indicate the ready line. 
(3)  Staging Area.  If a staging area is used it should be clearly marked and previously discussed with all shooters.

(On slide #12)
TRANSITION:  Now that we have discussed the range safety markers can someone tell me what roads bordering the impact area must have?  

Answer: They must have warning signs and gates.  

We have learned about the range safety markers and the limiting lines, now we need to discuss configuring the range layout. 

(On slide #13)

3.
CONFIGURING RANGE LAYOUT. ( 10 Min) 
    a.  Configuring Range Layout for Dry-Fire.  
(1)  Dry-Fire Positions.  Students may be organized in a number of configurations for dry fire.  These configurations do not necessarily have to be linear and may consist of a half circle, a box formation, etc.  
(a)  Considerations for Shooter Configurations.  There is sufficient room between students to allow them to establish a shooting position, etc; they do not cover anyone with the muzzle of their rifles; the CMT or coaches can observe them and their activities; and the shooter can see the instructor and demonstrators.   

(On slide #14)

(2)  Targets.  Targets must be placed at the approximate height of the muzzle of the rifle when the shooter is in position.

(On slide #15)

b.  Configuring Range Layout for Live-Fire.  
(1)  Setting Up the Layout of the Range.  When configuring range layout for live fire, the coach may be responsible for positioning targets and establishing the firing points.  Most rifle live fire exercises are conducted on KD ranges with permanent, clearly marked target and firing points.  The Grouping Exercise, however, may require setting up a range.

(2)  Firing Points.  Establish firing points that provide ample space between shooters.  The shooters should not crowd one another or become distracted by ejecting brass.  Clearly mark each firing point with a corresponding target point.  When establishing a temporary range to conduct the Grouping Exercise or field expedient BZO, stretch white engineer’s tape across the firing line and write in permanent marker the number of each firing point on the tape.  This method ensures shooters do not crowd one another because they have a reference point on which to place their muzzles.

(3)  Firing Line.  Measure the firing line at both ends and in the middle to ensure all firing points are the same distance from the target points.  To establish a field expedient BZO, mark off 36 yards from the firing line.  The muzzle of the rifle must be precisely 36 yards from the target.  A two-inch difference at 36 yards will cause a 16-inch change in the strike of the round at 300 yards.
(On slide #16)

TRANSITION:  So far we’ve discussed the activities to select and arrange the layout of both dry and live fire ranges.  Are there any questions?  

Question: Can someone tell me what two things must be done when using a staging area? 
Answer: The two things that must be done when using a staging area are clearly marking it and previously discussing it with all the shooters.  
(On slide #17)
SUMMARY:

                                       (2 MIN)

So far, we’ve discussed site selection for dry fire, range safety markers, and range layout.  By ensuring we always use the proper tools to select and set up the best site for the training it will ensure the shooters get the most out of the training.  Those of you with the Instructional Rating Forms please fill them out and place them at the back of the classroom.  










INSTRUCTOR NOTE


Introduce learning objectives.








INSTRUCTOR NOTE


Explain Instructional Rating Forms to the students.
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